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1 
,This invention relates to ?shing rod guides and 

has for its principal object to provide a simple 
?exible guide which will enable the rod to'ex 
ert its maximum springing, action and which 
will ‘not foul therline.v . . _ . 

As is well known, a ?shing rod is normally pro 
vided with a number of aligned guides placed at 
intervals in alignment along the length of the 
rod up to the tip, to act as a guide for the line 
travelling to and from the reel. _It is desired 
that the guides shall present a minimum amount. 
of ‘friction or obstruction ‘to the travel ‘of they 
line to and from the reeleven under conditions 
when the rod is ?exed; andfori this reason ‘it is 
a common practice to' provide guides‘of differ 
ent diameters and spacing from the rod along the 
len'gth‘of the rod. ' ' 

It has heretofore been a common practice to 
construct such guides in the form ‘of rings which 
are soldered as by silver soldering, to apframe 
whichhis bound or fastened to the rod. Such 
constructions have the disadvantage of ;not only 
being relatively complex andwexpensive, since 
they are made of morerthan one vpiece and re 
quire soldering or other suitable. fastening, but 
also the rings'tend to becomewdisplaced; and 
furthermore, the supports have tended to resist 
?exing ‘of 
bindings. ‘ H 

Furthermore, the formerly known non-resil 
ient type of- guide tends to, resist the ?exing of 
the‘ rod. This has the double’ disadvantage of 
puttingr ?atspots in the rod at the places where 
the guides are bound and also of putting unde-' 
sired great stress on the bindings which tends: 
to: ‘shorten their life. , w _ 
In accordance with ,my present invention, I 

avoid ‘the disadvantages of previously known 
types of ?shing rod guides by'the provision of _a 
single-piece construction which is relatively sim-n 
pleand inexpensive to manufacture and to apply 
to the‘ rods.‘ My novelguide is made of a' resil 
ient wire-like material comprising both the guide 
itself and its support and footings; and ‘the wire 
is provided with a springy coil in apgenerally cir 
cular form, the ends’ of the‘ coil being brought 
down-to the footings. Thisavoids ‘strains and. 
?at spots on the rod. ‘ ‘ , ' ‘ 

In accordance with a preferred feature, the 
footings at the front and backends are arranged‘ ‘ 
substantially collinear with each other and the 
coil ‘or. guide ‘portion is raised somewhat from 
the footings so ‘as to‘ providespacing from‘ the‘ 
rod. 1 " i‘ - 

- According to another feature, my‘ guide is~re - 

the "line and create'strains on the, 
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dered substantially foul-proof by carrying a 
length of the guide support between the coil and 
the footing'in an oblique and slanting direction 
so thatrthe line cannot hitch around the guide 
and create a snarl. This is done by bringing out 
an upper part of the ‘coil laterally away from the 
side of the complete coil, and curving this part 
to meet thesaid oblique and slanting length of 
the guide support. ’ “ ‘ ' - 

The footingsof the guide are preferably ?at 
tened at the bottom to conform with the sur 
face of the rod and suitably feathered at the top 
to provide convenient surfaces for setting the 
guides'and binding them. ' ‘ 

By reason of this arrangement, the guides will 
readily ?ex with the ?exing of the rod without 
producing undue strain on the binding or ‘un 
desired‘?at spots on the rod. ' 
The foregoing and other features of my in 

vention will be better understood from the fol 
lowing detailed descriptionand the accompany; 
ing drawing of which: ' v 

Fig. 1 shows a plan view of a guide in accord 
ance with my invention;v 

Fig. 2 shows an end’ view of the guide‘; 
Fig. 3is perspective view of the guide; 
Fig. 4 is a side elevation view showing the guide 

attached to a ?shing rod; and‘ ' " 
Fig. 5 shows the rod of Fig. 4 ?exed, illustrat 

ing the ‘?exibility of the guide. 
Referring to the drawing, the ?shing rod guide 

is made‘ of a resilient wire or wire-like material 
l,v such as “spring tempered metal, which is pref; 
erably :Monel metal; and is provided with a cir 
cular coil 2 which maybe of about a turn and 
a half, that vis,_a complete loop plus a half loop" 
at an‘ intermediate position or portion in its 
length; and the loop plus the fraction of a loop 
forming the coil are preferably spaced together 
or closeitogether. 'At' its upper and rearward 
end the‘ half loop is brought out laterally be 
yond the "circumference of the loop circle 2 to a 
position 3_from where it is’ slanted downwardly 
andjrearwardly as a‘substantially straight sec 
tion line 4. to the rear footing 5. Thus, the com-V 
plete'rcoili has an upper part‘ extension 3 thereof 
which is curved laterally away from and above 
theside (the righthand side in Fig. 2) of the 
completecoil over [which this upper part 3 ex 
tends; and ‘curves around to merge into the 
straightsection' 4.7 The forward end of the com 
plete loop- terminates substantially at the bot 
tom‘offthe circle "at ’6 an‘d'ifroin there is carried‘ 
along a substantially‘straight section" ‘I extend-v 
ing“- t'ol‘the‘ forward footing Since the ‘portion 
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4 is oblique with reference to the portion 1, in 
the end view (Fig. 2) , the portion 4 may be called 
oblique. ' The section 4 intersects the plane pass 
ing through the footings 5 and 8 and the diam 
eter of the coil. ‘ 
The two straight end portions or footings 5 

and 8 extend substantially in substantial align 
ment with each other in'the fore and‘ aft direction 
and the bottoms of the footingsare.substantially‘ 
?attened'as shown at 9 (Fig. 2) ,so that they will 10 
conform substantially with the surface of the" 
?shing rod. The tops of the footings are,.like- , 
wise ?attened somewhat as shown at H) so‘ that 
the ?attened tops and bottomsjof the footings 
can be feathered to substantially :feather edges 
at their extremities‘as shown at I I 

the footings. The intermediate portion con 

and‘ “I la. ‘ 

This will assist in applying a. smooth binding. tov 

novel guide simply moves with bending of the 
pole, and the pole can thus undergo its maxi— 
mum ?exing action. In fact, the resilience of 
the guide even assists to some extent the spring 
of the rod; thereby insuring great casting dis 
tances. , . 

The novel construction of my guides, further 
more, tends to make them practically foul 
proof, in that-the line cannot easily loop-around 
the guide. It is a fairly common experience 
"when casting, for the outgoing line to travel other 
thaninexactly a straight line in going through 
the guides; the line sometimes tends to belly or 

3 form ,loops in back ‘of or between the guides. 
:15 

necting the inner ends of the straight portions-1 ' 
5 and 8 is constituted byithe other parts of the 
guide described above, namely thecomplete coil 
2 having its lower terminus merging into the 
straight section 1 ‘which is . shorter than the 
straight section 4which merges into the lateral 
extension 3. 

lies-inlva plane at an acute angle to a plane 
which includes the other straight portions 5 and 
8 and extends through the diameterof the coil 
2. Furthermore, it is noted that the straight 
section '1 is at an acute angle to the axis or 
line running through the straight end portions 
5 and 8. I . - 

According to a usual practice, the surface of 
the guide will be coated with some kind of; a 
coating, usually a corrosion-resistant coating 
which, forexample, may be a bright chrome or 
a heavy hard chrome, or a black nickel, accord 
ingly'as maybe desired for different uses or ‘de 
sires._ This coating will tendto take the sharp 
ness oif of» any really sharp edge which 'may be‘ 
left at the points of the footings, so thatrthe 
footings will appear substantially as shown in 
the drawing. 7 . 

The manner of applying the guide to a ?shing 
rod is shown in Fig. 4 which illustrates a section 
of ‘a round’ rod-l2. vIt will-be understood, of 
course, that the guide could be applied in the 
same maner to a» ?at-sidedirod-such asa split 
bamboo. 
binding or-serving l3 and l3a is wrapped around 
therrod and :over eachrrfooting. The details of 
winding this binding need not be set. forth at 
any greater lengthvherein as it‘is well under 
stoodein the art and the binding'itself forms no 
part of the present invention. - 1 - 

_ An outstanding feature of theconstruction of 
this guide is its- great resilience enabling the 
guideto ?ex .and‘spring with the rod action. 
This. is illustrated in-Fig. 5 whichshows the rod 
of Fig. 4 ?exed. - As can be seen from this ?gure, 
the two footings of the guide readily assume the 
position- non-parallel with each other caused by 
the ?exing of the rod and without acting appre 
ciably to restrain the rod from ?exing. This is 
inherentin the coil 2 which readily introduces a 
spring action so that thetop of the spring- can 
pull -- apart to accommodate the non-parallel 

‘ movement of the footing. The bene?t of this is 
apparent because there. is no undue’strain put 
on the bindings I3 and. 13a such as is commonly 
imposed on the bindings for the guides of ordi 
nary -non-resilient types of guides. Moreover, 
this-‘resilience avoids the occurrence of--?at spots 
on‘the-rodat the positionsjof the guides; for my 

It is noted that the straight sec- ‘ 
tion 4 of the intermediate portion of the guide. 

According to the usual practice, a 
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.When this bellying of the cast line exists to a 
considerable degree’, a loop or half-hitch of the. 
line has not infrequently been known to form 
around the guide and thereby snag or impede the 
free travel of the line, thereby spoiling the cast. 
By the shape of my present guides, however, this 
foulingtendency during casting is substantially 
eliminated. In the ‘event the line does- tend to 
half-hitch, the looping part of the line at the 
guide which would tend to cause the trouble, oc 
curs near the base of the portion 4; and owing to 
the obliquev and slanting direction of portion 4, 
theylooped hitch will simply travel on up ele 
ment 4 to the top of the ring 3 where the loop 
will»drop out. ’ . 

Other advantages of the construction will also 
become manifest. For example, by reason of the 

‘ use of the wire. material ,I for the construction, 
the line itself can only be in engagement witha 
relatively. small contact area on the round wire, 
therebyicutting down resistance and minimizing 
line friction. This is» known to allow consider 
ably greater distance in casting- Experts, for 
example, have reported up to ‘twenty percent 
greater. distance in-casting with the use of my 
novel guides, than in the ‘use of previously known 
types of‘guide. - 

An .important-feature'of the construction re 
sides in the positioning ofthe loop 2, a substan 
tial distance away from the rod. By reason of 
this, the loop will-not bind against the rod even 
though. thelatter be severely ?exed, as shown 
in Fig. 5.= If such jamming of the loop against 
the rod should occur, it wouldput a strain. on 
the footings and their bindings, and tend to 
produce the undesirable e?’ectson thebindings 
and‘tend- to produce ?at spots on the rod which, 
as mentioned above it is desired to avoid. 
,.It‘ will .be understood that guides in‘ accord 
ancewwith my novel construction can be-made, 
and ordinarily will. be made, in a considerable 
number of sizes, the selection of which will vary 
withv different types of rodsv and purposes and 
for di?erent positions on the rods. For example, 
rods used-fordeep-sea game ?shing require very 
large sizes-and those for other types of deep-sea 
?shing :would also require ‘fairly large guides. 
Rods-for ?y-castingrand theylike would utilize 
much smaller and lighter weight guides. 
.It will be understood that the construction ac 

cording to. my invention is not» necessarily lim 
ited-to allthe details of construction shown in 
the drawing, which is-given by wayof illustration 
rather than of limitation; and it'will be recog 
nized that modi?cations within thescope of the 
invention may occur. to those skilled in the art 
without departingf-rom the invention. "The in— 
ventionis not- limited except in accordance with 
the scope of the-appended claims. 

I claim: 
1 1_.'_; A_' ?shingv rodyline <guide‘ comprising a uni 
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tary length of resilient wire including two 
straight end portions in substantial alignment 
and an intermediate portion connecting the in 
ner ends of the straight portions, said interme 
diate portion including a ?rst straight section 
and a section composed of at least one complete 
coil having an upper part extension thereof 
curved laterally away from and above the side 
of the complete coil over which said upper part 
extends and merging into the straight section 
of the intermediate portion, the complete coil 
having the lower terminus thereof merging into 
a straight section shorter than said ?rst straight 
section and connected to one of the straight end 
portions and being at an acute angle to the axis 
of the straight end portions, the ?rst straight 
section of the intermediate portion lying in a 
plane at an acute angle to a plane including all 
the other straight portions and the diameter of 
the coil. 

2. A ?shing rod line guide comprising a uni 
tary length of resilient wire including two 
straight end portions in substantial alignment 
and an intermediate portion connecting the in 
ner ends of the straight portions, said interme 
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6 
diate portion including a ?rst straight section 
and a section composed of at least one complete 
coil having an upper part extension thereof 
Vcurved laterally away from and above the side 
of the complete coil‘ over which said upper part 
extends and merging into the straight section of 
the intermediate portion, the complete coil hav 
ing the lower terminus thereof merging into a 
section shorter than said ?rst straight section 
and connected to one of the straight end portions 
and being at an acute angle to the axis of the 
straight end portions, said ?rst straight section 
of the intermediate portion lying in a plane at 
an acute angle to a plane including all the other 
straight portions and the coil diameter, 

HANS MARKE. 
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